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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, which 
was appointed in 1901, has recently issued a second 
interim report, which will probably exercise con- 
siderable influence—not only upon pathological 
thought, but also upon the legislation of the immed- 
iate future. Every veterinarian would do well to 
obtain,this volume, which is published as a Blue 
book by Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., and carefully study the contents. 
The Report records an enormous amount of work, 
much of it still incomplete, and we must confine 
ourselves at present to one important point in it. 

In many departments of the enquiry, the judg- 

ment of the Commissioners is still in suspension ; 
but such definite conclusions as they have reached 
continue to be in direct opposition to the views of 
Koch. It will be remembered that the first interim 
Report, published in 1904, was a brief resumé of 
experimental work which demonstrated the suscep- 
tibility of bovines to tubercle bacilli from a human 
source. The Report gives a more detailed account 
of those experiments, and, in addition, produces the 
strongest evidence in support of the converse pro- 
Position, viz., that bovine tuberculosis is transmissi- 
bletoman. On one point a very decided opinion 
sexpressed. The Commissioners, who certainly 
cannot be accused of treating the subject as a whole 
with any lack of scientific caution, are able to say 
definitely —* Cow’s milk containing bovine tubercle 
bacilli is clearly a cause of tuberculosis and of fatal 
tuberculosis in man. 

One result of this statement, and of the recom- 
mendations which follow it, will probably be the 
position of regulations designed to prevent the 

Sale and consumption of tuberculous milk. Un- 
toubtedly this will be a step in the right direction, 
Ut it is to be hoped that the authorities will not be 
“tent with half measures. No legislation against 
Yeerculous milk would be complete if it failed to 
‘al with the source of infection. 

ry milk contains tubercle bacilli, it does not 
kon Y do so as a result of accidental contamina- 
lt does so because it has been drawn from a 

*reulous cow. 
ut 2 per cent. of the milch cows in this 
'y are affected with tuberculosis of the udder, 
danger boo nishing milk which is a daily source of 
ery th to human beings and to other animals. 
hen Probably, when the Royai Commissioners 
a thenpered their still unfinished investigation 
report . erculosis so common in pigs,” they will 

€ milk of tuberculous cows as the chief 


unt 


They have already reported such milk as the cause 
of “a very considerable amount of disease and loss 
of life” amongst human beings. Really it seems 
that the time is at hand when the Government can 
have no further excuse for hesitating to take the 
first serious step towards the eradication of tuber- 
culosis. 

That first step is a very simple one, and consists 
in scheduling tuberculosis as a contagious disease. 
No real success is likely to attend efforts to combat 
the disease in cattle until this is done. We fully 
expect to see the Commissioners, in their final re- 
port, recommend the scheduling of tuberculosis; 
but the result of their investigations, even at pre- 
sent, amply justifies such a measure. They point 
out that a “very considerable” loss of human life 
occurs from the use of milk containing tubercle 
bacilli, and further say that “such milk ought 
never to be used as food.” The best way to prevent 
it being used as food would be to place the veteri- 
nary inspector in a position to deal with the animals 
that produce it, and this could be done at once by 
the simple step of scheduling the disease. 


VETERINARY INSTRUCTION IN THE ARMY. 


We notice that the attention of the R.C.V.S. is 
being drawn to the recent Army Orders by which 
members of the A.V.C. are directed to impart veteri- 
nary instruction to cavalry officers. Undoubtedly 
our Council is the proper body to deal with the 
matter—if any real grievance of the A.V.C. exists. 

This latter point, however, is by no means certain. 
On the surface, at least, the Army Orders appear 
perfectly commendable. Detachments of cavalry, 
on active service especially, cannot always be accom- 
panied by a veterinary surgeon ; and it certainly ap- 
pears desirable that cavalry oflicers should not only 
be good horsemasters, but also possess at least some 
knowledge of the treatment of injuries or sudden ill- 
ness in the horse. That the Army veterinary sur- 
geon should be considered the fittest person to im- 
part that knowledge, scarcely strikes us as a slight 
to the profession Looked at from this point of 
view, the Orders merely indicate a desire to increase 
the fitness of cavalry officers for independent com- 
mand. 

Iu some quarters, however, there seems to be a fear 
that these Orders represent the thin end of a wedge 
which may ultimately displace the A.V.C. altogether. 
This is a serions suggestion, but we have yet to learn 
that there are any grounds for advancing it. If any such 


grounds exist they should be laid before the R.C.V.8.— 
but in the meantime it is permissible to regard the Army 
Orders much more as a recognition of the value of the 
veterinary surgeon than as evidence of any design to 





Use 4 : . 
of the prevalence of the disease in swine. 


supplant bim. 
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“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” 


CLINICAL NOTES.. 
By F. G. Asuuey, F.R.C.V.S., Dalton. 


SusPECTED TUBERCULOSIS. 





During the month of July last year I have been 
consulted regarding heifers three to four years old 
that have had one calf, that have lost flesh and 
thriven badly since being turned out to grass, and it 
is very commonly thought that their poor condi- 
tion is due to their changing the double teeth. But 
I have especially noticed in some of the cases where 
the teeth have been attended to by other veterinary 
surgeons than myself, that I do not find any differ- 
ence between those who had their teeth attended 
to some three months since and those who at the 
time when I have been consulted required the shells 
to be removed. 

An invariable history is that these beasts have an 
indifferent appetite, and that they are often expec- 
ted to be about half gone in calf; that their defeca- 
tions are only occasionally relaxed. On examina. 
tion their pulsations are generally about normal, 
their internal temperature 102 to 104 F. Of course 
their skin becomes tight, the coat harsh and dry ; 
they appear dull and mope about, the urine appears 
normal as to quantity and colour; often the rumen 
appears fairly full, but they do not fill themselves 
as when in health, and they are more or less tucked 
up. The respirations appear undisturbed, rumina- 
tion is carried on, but often at long intervals and 
in a half hearted manner. Auscultation and per- 
cussion of chest does not help us much. I have not 

been able to persuade my clients to have them 
tested with tuberculin, and I have not made a post- 
mortem, although three of them have been sent 
away as suspicious of tuberculosis of the liver. 


A BULISTERED FETLOCKE. 


A client called one day asking for a box of blister, 
as a brood mare of his, which had never been 
broken, had a swelling on the off fore fetlock, but 
was not lame. A _ box of cantharidine blister was 
supplied, and no more thought about the case until, 
some days later, I was requested to visit this 
animal, as it was so lame it could not bear any 
weight upon the blistered limb. I found the blister, 
which did not contain any Ol. crotonis, had acted 
well around the fetlock, that the leg was much 
swollen quite up the arm, and the animal unable to 
bear any weight upon it. Nothing serious was 
anticipated, so I gave a good dose of physic and 
applied oil to the blistered leg, thinking it a case of 
cedematous filling of the leg through want of 
exercise. 

But after she had been well purged the leg did 
not perceptibly decrease in size, and as she was so 
very lame she was put in slings and, all things con- 





sidered, took very kindly to them. The foot and 
leg were repeatedly examined, but to no purpose, 
and I failed to locate the mischief, as when stand- 
ing the limb was not abnormally flexed, nor did she 
show signs of pain when the several joints were 
flexed and extended. 

Gradually the swelling in the limb was absorbed, 
and some three weeks after I first saw her I noticed 
that a ringbone was forming. It gradually increased 
in size until it could be seen at some distance, and 
I have little doubt but that I had a fractured pastern 
to deal with from the first. 


WounpD OF PREPUCE. 


My attention was called to a hunter that had got 
staked in the middle of the prepuce. On examina- 
tion of the wound by the finger it appeared clean 
and free from any foreign body, and was daily 
syringed with carbolic lotion, and eventually ap- 
peared to be all but closed up, but still continued to 
weep a little creamy matter, although it had now been 
done some two months. About two days since the 
discharge stopped, and the prepuce became swollen 
and the patient’s tail erected, but after hot fomenta- 
tions it again commenced to discharge dirty bloody 
water as if containing decomposed blood, from a 
hole in the centre of a papilla. Consequently I cast 
the animal, and on slitting the sinus up it was 
found to run to a cavity containing a piece of 
hazel stick 1} in. long, after which it made an un- 
interrupted permanent recovery. 








MALADIE DU COIT. 


Extract from the Report of Mr. J. G. Rutherford 
Veterinary Director-General to the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Agriculture : 


This disease which has long been known in the old 
world was introduced to this continent in 1882 by 4 
Percheron stallion imported from France, and used for 
service in Illinois. Unfortunately the nature of the 
affection was not discovered until several years ha 
elapsed, during which period a considerable number of 
stallions and mares had become infected. Some of these 
infected animals were removed from the district before 
quarantine was imposed, with the result that a number 
of disease centres have been established in various parts 
of the United States. The large influx of American 
horses is undoubtedly responsible for the introduction 
of this loathsome malady to western Canada, here - 
existence was first reported from the Lethbridge distric 
in March, 1904. d 

Since that time active measures have been ado ted 
for its repression, but owing to the nature of the malady 
and the loose conditions under which horses are “- _ 
in the range country, it is a matter of great difficulty 
deal with it effectually. A copy of the regulations ™ 


. . . . ~n-oners tion 
in force is printed herewith, and the hearty 0 ie 
of horse owners in enforcing the same is earnestly § the 


ted. Compensation on a most liberal scale, ™ - i 
intrinsic value of a diseased animal is consider? = 
paid for all animals slaughtered by order o! ne 
ised inspector, except when the owner has been sui" 
an infraction of the Animal Contagious Diseases be 
or of the regulations passed under the authority 

said Act. 


, , se- 
Maladie du coit, wherever it exists, 


paral yore, hor h 


breeding operations and ruins those engag® 
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horse-breedingindustry. It is, therefore, the plain duty 
of all interested in horses or horse-breeding to second 
in every possible way the efforts of the inspectors of this 
department to stamp it out wherever found. As its 
eradication is a matter of public and not private interest, 
every breeder is urged to report immediately any sus- 
picious case of the existence of which he may become 
aware, whether among his own animals or those of 
others. 

Maladie du coit (Dourine) is a malignant, insidious, 
incurable disease peculiar to the horse, supposed to be 
due to the entrance into the system of a micro-organism, 
known as the Trypanosoma Fquiperdum. 

This disease, as its name implies, is essentially one of 
coition, being transmitted during the act of service, from 
stallion to mare, and vice versa. Some authorities re- 

ort, however, that they have succeeded in inducing it, 
- experimental inoculation, in the horse and in several 
other animals of different species. 

The symptoms, as in other contagious diseases, differ 
considerably according to the susceptibility of the 
animal, the nature of its surronndings, and the vitality 
qf the virus. Some cases, therefore, are acute, the 
various stages of the disease following each other rapidly, 
and these generally reach a fatal termination within a 
very short time. Unfortunately, however, this is rarely 
the case, the disease generally following a chronic, insid- 
ious and semi-latent course, making it, in view of the 
constant danger of infection, a most serious menace to 
the horse-breeding industry. 

In reading the following description of the symptoms 
as presented in the three stages of the malady, it will be 
well to bear in mind the great liability to variation, such 
as the appearance of characteristic symptoms in one 
animal, and their total, or partial, absence in another. 
The stages are not ushered in uniformly, neither are 

they of regular duration, as in many cases almost all 
evidence of disease will occasion :lly disappear for a 
time, only to recur later and with renewed virulence. 

The duration of the disease varies, and m+y extend 
from a month to several years, the average time, how- 
ever, being about eighteen months. After copulation 
with an infected animal, the germ, having been trans- 
mitted during this act, commences to multiply rapidly 
or tardily, according to its vitality, the susceptibility of 
the infected individual and the favourable or unfavoura- 
ble conditions of its surroundings in the generative 
organs. This constitutes the incubative period, which 
may last from one to two weeks or much longer. 

he primary stage is ushered in after the germs have 
developed sufficient activity to produce irritation in the 
adjacent tissues, whether observable or not. In the 
stallion the mucous membrane of the urethral canal 
(passage through which urine is voided) exhibits the 
first sign of irritation ; its external opening at the end of 
the penis (Meatus Urinarius) assumes a bright red 
colour, accompanied by swelling, which may cause it to 
ulge out prominently, followed by a discharge, at first 
almost imperceptible, but increasing in quantity as the 
Isease progresses, 
e above mentioned symptoms are often very 
meagre, and frequently overlooked, especially so with 
the wnsuspicious. Dnring this period, however, the 
stallion is a positive infective agent, his desire for serv- 
ws mares being greatly increased and his ability to per- 
orm this function not seriously impaired. 
t. noe possibility of widespread infection, if such a case 
euitee a dand immediately placed under restraint, 

" Jereadily appreciated. 
ios the disease advances the irritation of the genera- 

organs increase, frequent erections of the penis fol- 


and cat’, Organ often | attaining unnsual proportions, 
vent it ‘sionally swelling to such an extent as to pre- 

tS complete return tothe sheath. Urination is per- 
often and in completely, the urine being mixed 


ormed 





with a mucous discharge varying in quantity, and the 
act is often accompanied by switching of the tail or 
stamping of the feet, due to the irritable condition of the 
parts. 

Red spots may appear on the penis and adjacent 
parts ; these may disappear rapidly with a tendency to 
return, or they may increase in virulence, forming dis- 
charging sores. 

White spots, due to loss of pigment (colouring matter 
of the skin), may indicate previous eruptions on the 
penis, sheath and surrounding tissues. This condition 
is often well marked, in some cases the spots forming 
large patches, which may involve the major portion of 
the penis, changing it to a dirty, yellowish white, rough, 
and unhealthy looking organ, while in others, they are 
only slightly perceptible or altogether absent. 

A gradual swelling of the sheath becomes noticeable, 
and is frequently the first symptom observed ; this swel- 
ling often involves the scrotum and testicles, and may 
extend to the abdomen and limbs. The character of the 
swelling is generally cold, doughy and passive, and it 
inay obstinately persist, disappear rapidly, remain ab- 
sent, or return frequently. Occasionally it is hot, ten- 
der, and painful and shows a tendency to the formation 
of vesicles and erosions of the tissues, accompanied by a 
purulent discharge. 

The penis, in many cases, becomes protruded from the 
sheath continually, the animal being unable to retract it, 
owing to the loss of such power, or to the excessive 
amount of swelling present. The appetite still remains 
unimpaired, and no serious constitutional disturbances 
are yet observable. 

In the mare the symptoms are somewhat similar, 
differi:g only in accordance with the anatomical and 
physiological structures of the generative organs. The 
same variable incubative period follows infection as in 
the male. The preliminary symptoms are also of a very 
imperfect type, and difficult to detect, unless suspicions 
have been previously aroused. They are most frequently 
insidious, and consequently very dangerous, necessita- 
ting, as in the stallion, every precaution, where the 
slightest cause for suspicion exists. 

On close observation, however, a discharge may be 
noticed from the vulva (external opening) ; the mucous 
membrane lining it and the vagina (canal from external 
opening to the womb) gradually assume a discoloured, 
thickened snd rough appearance, giving evidence of 
increasing irritation and the consequent inflammatory 
results. Red spots may make their appearance on the 
vaginal membrane, and when present, are especially 
noticeable in the region of the already thickened and 
erect clitoris (the part commonly exposed by mares in 
season), a condition of this organ which to a greater or 
less extent, is persistently present throughout the course 
of the disease. 

An abnormal sexual desire is intermittently present, 
the mare, at intervals, continually exposing the clitoris. 
Urine, mixed with mucous, is frequently voided in jets. 
This causes increased irritation, followed by stretching, 
stamping the feet, and switching the tail. An extremely 
irritable condition has been cbserved accompanying 
these symptoms, the animal rubbing itself violently 
against any object. ; -s 

The discharge from the vulva becomes sticky and irri- 
tating, adhering to adjacent parts and scalding the cen- 
tact tissnes. The discharge may increase or decrease in 
quantity, and become more purulent as the disease 
advances. Local swellings appear, as in the stallion, at 
any stage of the disease, and may also, in the mare, be 
the first noticeable symptom ; these frequently affecting 
one side of the vulva and may extend to the other, or 
spreading rapidly, involve the mammary glands, abdo- 
men and limbs, or they may confine themselves persis- 
tently to more limited areas, often giving the vulva a 


| puckered and deformed appearance, 
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As to the stallion, these swellings may persist, dis- 
appear suddenly, remain absent, or recur frequently. 

hey are generally of a doughy consistency, cold and 

ainless, but occasionally appear in an acute form, with 

- and pain present, accompanied by a tendency tothe 
formation of vesicles, followed by erosion and dis- 
charge. 

As the disease advances, the lining membranes of the 
vulva and vagina assume a yellowish colour, the clitoris 
distinctly presenting a white or yellowish, and slightly 
corrugated appearance. White spots appear in the loca- 
tions of previous vesicles, which vary considerably from 
small indefinite ones to most decided and marked pat- 
ches. Constitutional symptoms may not appear for 
weeks, and often months, and in some cases not until 
the local symptoms have been absent for some time, 
the animal still maintaining a good appetite. 

The secondary stage is the result of the migration of 
the micro-organisms with their accompanying toxins, 
into the general system, which may occur from one 
to three months after infection, but differs largely in 
individuals. The disease now commences to mark its 
progress in no uncertain manner, and it is at this stage 
that the inexperienced realise that there is something 
serionsly wrong. One or more, or all symptoms become 
aggravated, constitutional symptoms supervene, the 
condition of the skin and hair becomes dry and harsh, 
the rounded form disappears and the outlines of the ribs, 
haunches and spine gradually gain prominence, the eye 
takes on a dull, expressionless stare, the ears lop over, 
the lips often hang penduluns, the eyelids droop, owing 
to partial paralysis of the nerves supplying the parts, 
ally general marked unthrifty appearance presents 
itself. 

In the stallion the appetite may be capricious, but is 
rarely impaired ; langour and dullness replace his former 
vigur, occasional trembling may be noticed over the sur- 
face of the body, especially so when other horses are 
approaching. Although stupid, and apparently not 
interested in his surroundings, he frequently neighs per- 
sistently. 

The swellings, when present, become hard and chronic, 
the testicles either enlarged (this condition being dne to 
the thickening of the membranes enveloping the organs, 
and not the testicular substance proper) or atrophied, 
either hanging abnormally pendulous or lying close up 
to the abdomen. 

The infection may now show its presence along the 
course of the lymphatics, by the formation of ulcers in 
the various glands, which may discharge a purulent 
fluid, or, on the other hand, a marked swelling and 
thickening of the glands may exist including the sub- 
maxillary under the lower jaw. 

Rather peculiar, the characteristic elevations make 
their appearance at irregular intervals during this stage 
of the disease, and have been called, very appropriately, 
‘plaques.’ They vary largely in dimensions and may 
appear rapidly, disappear as quickly, show a tendency 
to persist, remain absent, or break ont in other localities. 
They are in the majority of cases, neither hot nor pain- 
ful, but occasionally may assume an irritant aspect. 

Placques may appear singly, or in groups, and are 
seen most frequently in the region of the croup, abdo- 
men, chest, shoulders, and neck, and are better de- 
scribed as flat elevations, raising up the skin, with de- 
fined edges, in some cases quite prominent, in others 
only perceptible by taking a position alongside, in front 
of, or behind the animal, and viewing the outline of the 
body. Marked alterations in the animal’s gait soon be- 
come apparent, when standing he maintains his position 
imperfectly, moves his weight from one limb to another, 
keeping one limb in a semi-flexed position, and often 
raising it from the ground. When walking, knuckling 
over, or the dragging of a hind limb are often distinctly 
noticeable. Upon trotting, a stilty, jerky and swaying 





uite apparent, the animal often falling down 
encnansiest mt showing a general inability to control his 
movements. He now prefers a lying posture, and when 
rising, manifests difficulty, and exhibits evidence of pain 
in doing so. 

The stallion is unable to cover, the erections of the 
penis being feeble and incomplete, and his inability to 
handle himself well marked. 

In the mare, the same constitutional symptoms promi- 
nently develop. The local swellings also assume a hard 
and chronic form, giving the vulva a distorted appear- 
ance. They may also occur on each side of, or below 
the vulva, which at this stage, often remains partially 
open at this lower extremity, due to the chronic thicken- 
ing of the clitoris. The mucous membrane of the vagina 
presents a dirty yellowish, rough appearance, the dis- 
charge when present, acquiring a more purulent nature, 
and irritating the adjacent parts. Placqnes may make 
their appearance in the same manner as In the stallion, 
and in the same irregular way. 

The infection of the lymphatic system also shows the 
same inclination as in the male, causing enlarged glands, 
or suppurating sores. Marked depression and stupidity 
intervene, with the same inability to control movements, 
the lying posture being favoured. 

The Tertiary stage in both sexes is marked by extreme 
depletion of the system, the progression of the disease 
having produced secondary lesions of a grave nature in 
the more important organs of the body. The senses 
become more and more blunted, the discharge from 
ulcers and generative organs may be profuse, in some 
cases there isa catarrhal discharge from the nostrils, 
sometimes accompanied by an inflammatory condition of 
the eyes. 

The patient, at this stage has difficulty in maintaining 
a standing posture, generally requiring support. When 
moving, it sways from side to side and stubs the toes. 
The knees and pasterns finally give way, the animal 
falls and is unable to raise again. General paralysis, 
pneumonia, or other results of septic infection intervene, 
and hasten the end. 

Cases have been known in which animals have reached 
the tertiary stage and have then made an apparent re- 
covery. In all such cases, however, the disease lias 
again manifested itself in a most severe form, ending 
in the death of the affected animal. 

An apparent recovery, therefore, should be looked 
upon with grave suspicion. 


motion is 








SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held in the Imperi+! Hotel, Darling- 
ton, on Friday, December 7th, 1906, Mr. W. H. Black- 
burn, Barnard Castle, presided. There were also present 
Messrs. W. N. Dobbing, C. G. Hill, and J. H. Taylor, 
Darlington ; A. C. Forbes and P. Snaith, Bishop Auck- 
land; E. H. Pratt, Northallerton; and W. Awde, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

An apology for non-attendance was received from Mr. 
H. Leggett, Middlesboro’. 

The minutes of previous meeting were taken 
and confirmed, on the proposition of Mr. Hill, seconded 
by Mr. Pratt. 

The Secretary read a report in The Daily Graphie 
newspaper and asked for the opinion of the members 
thereon. After some discussion it was decided that @ 
copy of it be sent to the Royal College of Veterina'y 
Surgeons, and that the Council be asked to make repre 
sentations to the proper quarter with a view to the pas 
ing of a Public Health Amendment Act on the lines? 
the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1897, and that steps 


as read 
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be taken to ensure that the inspection of animals in con- 
nection therewith be carried out by veterinary surgeons. 
Proposed by Mr. Taylor, and seconded by Mr. Snaith. 





PoIsON IN THE JUG. 


A deputation from the Royal Institute of Public 
Health was received on December 5th at the Board of 
Agriculture offices by Sir Edward Strachey, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Board, in the absence of Lord Car- 
rington, on the subject of Milk Supply Regulations. 

Professor W. R. Smith, King’s College, London, and 
Principal of the Royal Institute of Public Health, headed 
the deputation, and emphasised the contents of a report 
by a Committee of the Institute, which stated that the 
time had arrived in the interests of the public when 
vigorous steps should be taken to safeguard consumers 
of milk against infectious organisms conveyed in milk. 
Tuberculosis he said could be conveyed through the milk 
either from the cow or person milking a cow. They 
recommended that the orders as to cowsheds should be 
made compulsory instead of permissive, that the regis- 
tration of dairies should imply a licence, that more strin- 
gent ae ppeee should be made for controlling the sale 
of milk in small shops, that specially constructed milk 

*cans should be utilised for the conveyance of the milk 
from the farms to the cities, or the use of bottles, as in 
America and Denmark, and that County Councils 
should be empowered to appoint veterinary inspectors 
to deal with the inspections of the condition of the cows. 

Other members of the deputation spoke. 

Replying to the deputation, Sir E. Strachey said the 
Board was of opinion that every possible precantion 
should be taken to protect the public, and anything 
reasonable should be done in that direction which would 
not harass the trade. He suggested that they should 
press upon the proper authorities the necessity of having 
in England a Public Health Amendment Act on the 
same lines as the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1897 as 
regards infection in milk. That would remove their 
difficulties. They could not have laws which were not 
elastic, as conditions varied in different districts. He 

Was sure agriculturists would be willing that cleanliness 
and freedom from disease should be secured, for the milk 
trade was in many cases the stand-by of the farmers, 
and anything which obtained the public confidence as 
to purity of milk was found to increase the sale. The 
whole question would be considered by the President of 
the Board.—- Daily Graphic. 


_A letter having been read re Inspectors of R.S.P.C.A., 
giving evidence of a professional character in Police 
Courts, it was left in the hands of the Secretary to re- 
port any cases coming before his notice. 


SPECIMENS. 

Mr. HILt produced the os pedis and navicular of a 
td which had been lame for four years to his know- 
edge and was destroyed about three months ago. When 
the pony first went lame, with rest and cold water be 
was able to go on again--he went fairly on soft ground. 
Neurectomy was suggested to owner, but owing to his 
age, 22 or 23 years old, conld not obtain his consent. 
— was no atrophy of foot in this case, as usnally 

mai SNarTH showed photo of a calf with dichotomy of 

eg. 
_Mr. Prarr produced some wool with sheep scab para- 
Sites on it, 

Mr. HILL also mentioned wounds in the vagina after 
ca‘ving, which caused intense irritation. He had tried 
plum, morphia, and other agents, but they had little or 
rade we and animals died from exhaustion. Other 
aa 1 occurred in animals where the wounds were 

lally larger and seemed more severe in character 


— nothing untoward happened in connection with 








He also had met with cases of eversion of uterus 
which, when touched by the hand, ripped quite easily. 
As arule the uterus was small in such. Excision had 
been practised in some of them and they had done well. 

Mr. SnairH recollected a paining case in a heifer two 
months before calving. He washed out, and gave her 
sedatives, put on clam, and it was taken off several 
times but did no good. 

Mr. DopBinG was called to see a horse which had 
been in slings a fortnight, his stifle joint having been 
blistered and his leg very much filled. Fracture of head 
of femur and ischium diagnosed, and he thonght the 
displacement had taken place after the horse had gone 
down. 

Also mentioned a pony to which he was called with 
twisted bowel. It lived till next morning, and when 
post-mortem examination was made found twist of 
small bowels and intussusception of several yards of the 
bowels. 

Mr. H1xt bad a mare kicked on tibia. Wound healed 
straight away, the animal was used twice, and then the 
leg was dangling, displacement having taking pl.ce fol- 
lowing on fracture at the time of injury. 

Mr. Snaitru had seen a case where displacement did 
not take place for a month after the injury. A mare at 
Ayclitte, attended for pneumonia, seemed to be going on 
satisfactorily, when he received an urgent message thet 
she was much worse. Mr. Forbes saw her in his absence, 
and concluded that some medicine had gone the wrong 
way. Mr. Dobbing also saw her with him, and they 
concluded that she would die. Having diagnosed fluid 
in chest she was tapped, and one gallon of purulent 
matter taken away, but she never looked behind her—- 
ultimately recovered, and has now gone to work. The 
pus removed smelt horribly, but they did not remove the 
whole of it. The mare was tapped on the left side just 
above the spur vein, between the eighth and ninth ribs. 

Mr. BLACKBURN mentioned an advertisement which 
had appeared in Z'he 7'eesdale Mercury, in which Mr. 
F. Thon:pson offered one gninea for the best animal at 
a local show, and stated that he was the representative 
of Professor Axe, and they were advised to see the lead- 
ing specialist’s work on the horse. A copy of Zhe 
Thirsk Advertiser was also produced, in which was a 
large advertisement of Mr. Geo. Ellis, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Sowerby, Thirsk, notifying a ch nge of address to the 
Veterinary Hospital at above place, alsu a paragraph 
praising up the same individual. The opinion was 
generally expressed that it was derogatory to the pro- 
fession that such advertisements should appear in the lay 
press, 

Mr. SNaITH proposed, and Mr. Hill seconded, that the 
Ass ciation subscribe one guinea towards initial ex- 
penses in connection with Ways and Means «f Parlia- 
mentary Representation. Carried. 

Discussion haviug been invited on the question of an 
annual registration fee, Mr. Forbes thought it would be 
of no use to approve of it, as a new Charter would first 
have to be obtained. 

Mr. Pratt ultimately moved that a_ letter be for- 
warded to the Central V.M.S. approving of Major 
Butler’s views on the subject, which was seconded by 
Mr. Snaith, and carried. 

The Secretary’s notes on Professional Charges were 
postponed to a further meeting. The subject of 
“Abortion or What?” which had been discussed in 
agricultural papers recently, was mentioned by the 
Secretary, who stated that in one herd with which he 
was acquainted there had been very few calves bred 
during last year, and several animals which bad been 
looked upon as in calf turned out barren, and for months 
had never shown the least tendency to wstrum. Some 
persons contended that abortion had taken place, but 
that was practically impossible without something hav- 
ing been seen of a dead foetus or some discharge 
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from the vagina, but nothing of the kind was ever 
visible. Healso mentioned how often the opening of the 
os uteri had to be performed to effect service in pedigree 
heifers and cows, and that in Scotland operative inter- 
ference was frequently practised, and in consequence a 
considerable amount of thickening resulted, which often 
could not be overcome. 

In the case of mares, Belladonna had been used with 
success by Messrs. Pratt and Forbes, and the Secretary 
stated that Mr. Craik, of Alnwick, had written on the 
same subject some months ago, and the same agent has 
also been used by him. 

The members subsequently had te: together. _ 

W. Awpe, Hon. Sec. 








REVIEW. 


A TREATISE ON SuRGICAL THERAPEUTICS OF DoMzs- 
Tic ANIMALS.— By Professors Cadiot and Almy, 
Veterinary School, Alfort. Translated by Professor 
Liautard, American Veterinary College, New York. 
(London: Bailliére, Tindall, and Cox, Henrietta 
Street, W.C., 1906.) 


It cannot be said that Professor Liautard has shown 
too much haste in producing his translation of the first 
volume of Cadiot and Almy’s 7'raité de Thérapeutique 
Chirurgicale des Animaux Domestiques. The original 
appeared in 1895, and three years later the work was 
completed by the publication of a second and larger 
volume—a very excellent contribution to regional sur- 
gery—which has not yet been translated into English. 


The part on general surgery and now reproduced by 
Prof. Liautard treats of the means of restraint, anzs- 
thesia, asepsis and antisepsis, haemostasis, cauterisation, 
inflammation, and its complications, wounds, diseases of 
the skin, burs, muscles, tendons, tendon sheaths, 
bones, joints, nerves, arteries, veins and lymphatics. 
These subjects are dealt with carefully and effectively 
and special commendation may be made of the chapters 
on the serous burs and tendon sheaths. Some mis- 
understanding appears to exist in New York, if not at 
Alfort, regarding the condition which is recognised in 
England as “curb.” The enlargements figured on p. 
475, and named Jarde, corresponds to an external spavin, 
and the enlargements shown in fig. 107 and called 
“curb” appears to be the product of disease cf the inter- 
nal malleolus or of the astragalus. 

On doubtful points the authors—not content with 
their own experience—constantly refer to the views of 
distinguished veterinarians past and present. This mode 
of book-building is by no means new in veterinary litera- 
ture, and while some of the information quoted may be 
useful enough the bulk is of little real value. Too many 
opinions bewilder students and others who know not 
which to choose. Indeed it may be said that this habit 
of quoting and leaning on the opinions—often badly 
founded—of our professional ancestors is largely respon- 
sible for the many crude notions of pathology and thera- 
peutics that still linger with us. The translation might 
have been better, but in spite of faulty phraseology it is 
well worth reading, and especially by those engaged in 
horse practice in which cases of lameness are one 














DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


































































































7 Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. |. ny 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Ug Fee Pw a . | 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-{ Out- | Slaugh- 
|breaks| mails. }breaks/ mals. |breaks} mals. Dogs. Other eat breaks, | tered * 
— ——<— —_ ——— ee aan , ——— — 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb.16} 26 | 31| _ 19, 49] 26] 38 | 159 
1906 ..] 24 | 29 23 | 44 | 17] 15 | 7% 
Corresponding week in {230 -- | 19 | 24 16; 35 56 ll |) (77 
eae (1904... | 22 | 2d | 34! 58 | s3f 21 | 117 
otal for 7 weeks, 1906 .. .. [132 | 167 | 129 299 \ 241] 259 1116 
1906 127 | 172 168 296 | 169 128 650 
Corresponding period in | 1905 146 | 236 163 305 374 74 295 
1904 146 | 194 182 389 | 679 | 189 | 1161 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 19, 1907. 
| : 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 9 = | 23 5 | = = 
1906 | | 12 1| 6 
Corresponding Week in ; 1905 23 1 13 
1904 | | 25 3 | 38 
| { | 
| | | - 
Total for 6 weeks, 1907 | | | ad 88 26 | 361 - 
—— 
1906 ..f 2 | 1 | 1| 4 | .. | 88 2; 2 
Corresponding period in 11905 ..] -- | 3 5 | oo. P1ig 17.) 171 
1904 .. J +. | | 1 1 | ++ | 187 26 | 348 




















Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 14, 1907. 
Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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THE DEPARTMENTAL MUZZLE. 


In the third of a series of lectures on medical ethics 
now appearing in the Birmingham Medical Review. 
Prof. Saundby gives a curious illustration of the restric- 
tions put on the publication of papers on medical or 
surgical subjects by officers in the public services. When 
he was President of the Council of the British Medical 
Association be was anxious to award the Stewart Prize, 
which is given to encourage the study of infectious 
diseases, to a medical officer of the navy, and he asked 
the Director-General if he could suggest the name of an 
officer who had done meritorious work in that line of 
research. He was given the name of one who had 
written a very valuable paper on scurvy, but on inquir- 
ing where the paper had been published, he was told it 
was in a pigeon-hole at the Admiral y! As far as Prof. 
Saundby knows, the paper said to be so valuable has 
never yet seen the light. 

The muzzle is applied with equal strictness in the 
Army. Prof. Saundby quotes a passage from the fare- 
well address of Surgeon-General Maclean to his class at 
Netley which, as Carlyle would have said, is “ significant 
of much.” We quote the greater part of it, as it is 
ne illustration of the spirit and ways of offcial- 

om : 

“ As another opportunity imay not offer 1 embrace the 
present one to give, not an apology, but an explanation, 
which is quite a different thing, in reply to a writer ina 
professional journal who censured the professors gener- 
ally, and, if I rightly understand him, the professors of 
surgery and medicine in particular, for witholding from 
the profession the clinical experience gained in this 
hospital. Speaking on this matter entirely for myself, I 
must explain that in the early days of my professorship 
I began to publish from time to time some of the lectures 
delivered by me here ; my object being so far as I could 
to keep in touch, as it were, with old friends and pupils 
who had left the school for duty in the service, and it 
was my fixed purpose to continue this practice from time 
to time as interesting material for lessons in wilitary 
medicine turned up. An untoward event happened 
which, rightly or wrongly I do not say, defeated this 
Intention. An epidemic of yellow fellow broke out in an 
important station in the yellow fever zone, attended with 
a lamentable mortality. A graphic narrative of this out- 
break and all the circumstances preceding and attending 

it was published in the following year by the principal 
medical officer who had been hurriedly sent to the scene 
of the epidemic. This was published in the Official 
Department Year Book. In this outbreak 14 officers 
out of 30—nearly 50 per cent.—died : 4 out of 6 medical 
officers, 1 of whom had just left this school, lost their 
tres 5 and out of 290 men attacked, 107died. That this 
‘amentable loss of life, which took place between Sep- 
tember 5h and 15th, 1864, was due to causes distinctly 
Preventable has never been disputed by any competent 
eibority. This epidemic, as it was my duty to show in 
his lecture room, did not come upon its victims without 
wane ample notice of its approach and time for pro- 
come ,A the safety of the troops. Warning of the 
whi 8 danger was given by competent medical authority 

ich warning was neglected until the day of grace was 
— Here was an opportunity of teaching an impressive 

‘on in military medicine byanexample. Accordingly 
an ~ narrative the text, as it were, of a lecture, 
lneeat bs —1 delivering it here, I published. I did not 
her . facts ; 1 took them as [ found them in a pub- 
tale aia — document ; [ only pointed the moral of a 
that + y another—an eye-witness. I do not pretend 
but t did aementary was flattering to those concerned, 

1d not go beyond what the case demanded, if any 





lesson was to be taught from the facts. No sooner did 
this lecture appear than a great storm arose and burst on 
my head. So far as I was able to gather, the local 
authorities did not dispute the facts ; they were angry 
at the publicity given to them. General Peel, then 
Secretary of War, was appealed to by those who felt 
themselves aggrieved ; mostly, I believe, the municipal 
authorities of the place My lecture, by the War 
Minister’s desire, was submitted to his inspeetion. The 
judgment of this high authority, to whom alone I was 
responsible, was that he bad no fault to find with it. 
At the same time, with a view, | presume, to prevent 
similar disturbances and complaints in the time to come, 
the Secretary for War was pleased to direct that in 
future all lectures delivered here should be submitted to 
him for publication. From that time to the present no 
lectures delivered in the Army Medical Schoo] by any of 
the professors have been published, with the exception of 
merely formal addresses delivered at the opening of the 
session, and then only for private circulation.” 


It is instructive to compare with this narrative the 
following, which we take from General Maurice’s book, 
National Defence : 


“Twenty years ago there were certain huts on Wool- 
wich Common which were used for the t.arried non- 
commissioned officers and men of the garrison. They 
had, from bad drainage and the gradual wear and tear of 
time, become unfit for human habitation. They were 
hotbeds of disease. An epidemic, due solely to the 
defective condition of the quarters, was literally sweep- 
ing off the chi'dren. The general commanding at 
Woolwich at the time was a strong man. He pointed 
out in report after report the condition of things, and 
their cause. Steadily and persistently he was snubbed. 
The permanent officials at the Treasury either directly or 
indirectly, had so cut down the estimate for barracks 
and huts that the only mode of meeting the case was to 
let the children die and bully the general. But the 
general was not a man easily bullied. Heknew his duty 
and he stuck to his point. In the teeth of express 
orders to discontinue the correspondence, addressed to 
him by those who represented not real military authority 
but political convenience, he returned again and again to 
the charge ; and, in direct disobedience of the disgrace- 
ful orders he had received, one of his last letters 
expressed the hope that he would yet see the last stone 
of those kuts removed. Suddenly the whole scene was 
changed. By some means or other—how it was never 
known, certainly not by the general’s action—a hint was 
given to the Day News. That paper sent down a 
correspondent, who furnished a full report of the facts. 
The following day several of the highest authorities at 
the Horse Guards were sent down to clear every soul 
out of the huts, and find accommodation for them else- 
where. 


Now observe, in this instance at all events, not one 
new fact had been brought to the knowledge of the 
Government then in power by the newspaper report. 
Every fact had been duly recorded in official documents 
and in the strongest language by the man whose duty it 
was to draw attention to them. The mere facts pro- 
duced no effect whatever. The oniy thing that pro- 
duced any effect was the fear of the results of the 
publicity of such a scandal upon voting in the House of 
Commons. To complete the story, when the news 
papers commented upon the scandal, censure was passed 
upon the gross dereliction of duty in the general, who 
had not “drawn attention” to such a state of taings. . . . 
The general was never employed again. 


Comment is superfluous. 
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Tariff of Charges for Services: Government 
Veterinary Surgeons (Cape of Good Hope.) 


It is hereby notified for general information that from 
and after 1st January, 1907, the following regulations, 
with regard to the services of Veterinary Surgeons on 
the s‘atf of the Department of Agriculture, will be en- 
forced :— 

(1) Within the Municipal Areas of Cape Town and 
Suburbs, Port Elizabeth and Kimberley (where 
private Veterinary Surgeons are in practice, Govern- 
ment Departments will attend only to animals 
suffering or suspected to be suffering from the 
following contagious and infectious diseases, pro- 
claimed under Section 8, Part IL, of Act No. 27, of 
1893: Anthrax, African Coast Fever, Epizootic 
Lymphangitis, Foot and Mouth Disease, Farcy, 
Glanders, Lung-sickness, Rabies, Redwater, Rin- 
derpest, Scabies (in Equines), Sponsziekte (Quarter 
Evil), Swine Fever, and Tuberculosis. 

(2) Within the Municipal Areas of East London, 
Grahamstown, King William’s Town and Uitenhage 
(where no private Veterinary Surgeone are in 
practice), the following uniform tariff of charges for 
the services of Government Veterinary Surgeons 
will be levied, except in the case of animals suffer- 
ing or suspected to be suffering from any of the 
contagious and infectious diseases mentioned in 
Clause (1) :— 

For advice given at Veterinary Surgeon’s Office, 2s. 6d. 
per animal per visit. 

For operation and casting, 7s. 6d. per animal per visit. 

For visit to animal in its own quarters, 5s. per 
animal per visit. 

D. Hurcueon, Director of Agriculture. 
—The Agricultural Journal (Cape of Good Hope) 


Glanders in German S.W. Africa. 
PROHIBITION OF EQUINES. 


Under and by virtue of the powers and authorities 
vested in His Excellency the Governor by the provisions 
of Act No. 27 of 1893, entitled “The Animal Diseases 
Act, 1893,” it is proclaimed, declared and made known 
that it shall not be lawful from and after December 3, 
1906, to introduce, or cause or allow any Horses, Mules, 
or Asses to be introduced into this Colony from German 
South West Africa, save and except through the Ports 
of Entry enumerated in Schedule A hereto annexed, 
and then only provided they are accompanied by a cer- 
tificate showing that the mallein test has been applied 
and no reaction followed, issued and signed, on a date 
not more than 14 days previous to such introduction, 
by a Veterinary Surgeon or other competent or respon- 
sible officer duly appointed for the purpose by the Ger- 
man South West African Government.—The Agricul- 
tural Journal (Cape of Good Hope.) 


Veterinary Surgeon Fined. 


At the Sheffield Police Court on Thursday, Feb. 14, a 
veterinary surgeon, named A. R. Grimes, Manor Oaks 
Farm, Darnall, was fined £10 for causing to be carried 
two pigs affected with or suspected to be suffering from 
swine fever, from Manor Oaks Farm to James Street, 
Darnall, on the 10th November. Two other summonses 
—one for causing to be carried pigs suffering from swine 
fever, and the second for not “with all practicable 
speed” having informed the police of certain of his pigs 
being affected with the fever—-were withdrawn. Mr. 
H. L. Coath conducted the prosecution, and Mr. A. 
Muir Wilson represented the defendant.—Zhe Sheffield 
Daily Independeut. 








The Custody of a Horse. 


At the Northants Winter Assizes on Wednesday, 
February 13th, before Mr. Justice Channell, Herbert 
Cyril Allfrey, Melton Mowbray, v. H. Drage, Chapel 
Brampton. 

Mr. Stanger, K.C., M.P., with whom was Mr. Mce- 
Cardie (instructed by Messrs. Markby, Stewart and Co., 
London), appeared for the plaintiff ; and Mr. Parfit and 
Mr. Ryland Adkins, M.P. (instructed by Messrs. Becke, 
Green, and Stops, Northampton), for the defendant. 

Mr. Stanger, in opening, mentioned that the horse 
was a hunter, and the question would be whether it 
was used properly. When it vas returned the hunter 
was in a poor condition, and was suffering from sprain- 
ing of a suspensory ligament. 

Plaintiff said that he bought the horse in 1905, and 
hunted him. He kept it until the next hunting season 
commenced. He found the horse troubled with small 
splints, and preferred to have another. He knew Mr. 
Drage and mentioned the horse to him. Mr. Drage, who 
agreed to take it for sale, said after trying it that it 
“went short.” The horse was sent to him about Jan- 
uary 20th. From time to time he saw the horse, which 
was all right, except for the small splints referred to. 
So far as he knew the horse had not a sprain of the sus- 
pensory ligament. 

Plaintitf only once heard from Mr. Drage that the 
horse was lame after hunting. At the end of March the 

laintiff wrote suggesting he had better have the horse 
~ When it was returned plaintiff found her very 
poor and ragged, and her near foreleg was enlarged and 
had the suspensory ligament sprained. Its curb was 
very much enlarged. He wrote to Mr. Drage saying 
that the horse had been knocked about, had a big leg, 
and its curb had come down. Headded that he gather- 
ed Mr. Drage bad been letting it out on hire, and he 
would bave to buy the animal outright for £100 or face 
the consequences. He gave Mr. Drage a week in which 
to settle the matter, and also said in the letter that he 
declined any explanation whatever. The letter added, 
“In dealing with yon I thought I was dealing with a 
man I could trust. You have done yourself a bad turn. 
Any letter you send will be returned unread unless a 
cheque is enclosed.” 

By Mr. McCardie: He was naturally angry when he 
saw the horse. ool 

Mr. Allfrey went on to explain that at an auction ID 
October he sold the horse for 27 guineas. 

In cross-examination by Mr. Puartitt, plaintiff said be 
did not remember that, Mr. Drage, after trying the 
hunter, said it was unsaleable. wr 

Did he say it went “ pottery ” ?—He said it went short, 
but was a fine hunter.—-Further examined, the witness 
said he distinctly told defendant that the horse’s trouble 
was splints. ae 

Did you say “Do the best you can to get rid of it, 
and take it” ’—Plaintiff: I cannot remember my exatt 
words. I asked him to sell the horse on my behalf. F 
told him I was prepared to accept £100 for it. Piaintt 
in answer to further questions, said he thought the be 
was worth £100. When the horse left his (plaint " 
place it was not suffering from any strain of the 
pensory ligament. He remembered no trouble, is 
small splints. Asa rule horses got worse in cop in 
towards the end of the hunting season. It looked : i 
his horse had been treated differently to other — t 
defendant’s stables. “I never saw a horse there 10 well 
condition,” added the plaintiff. Mr. Drage wé 
known as a gentleman of great experience. 

Did Mr. Drage say he doubted whethe 
get even £70 for it unless the veterinary Pi 
port was satisfactory _—Not to my knowledge. 
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also said he could not recollect whether during the ten 
weeks defendant had the horse there were two weeks of 
frost. 

Do yon deliberately mean that Mr. Drage underfed 
the horse ’—He either under-fed it or over-worked it, or 
both. 

Dealing with the letter sent to the defendant, Mr. 
Parfitt enquired whether plaintiff really sugzested that 
Mr. Drage was letting the horse out on hire.—Plaintiff 
replied that he unde stood Mr. Drage denied having let 
it out on hire. 

Mr. Parfitt quoted a letter from defendant in which he 
said that if the horse had not moved “so stumpy” he 
should have succeeded in selling it. 

By Mr. Allfrey: It was part of the arrangement 
that the witness should buy a horse from tke defendant. 

Arthur Brown, stud groom to plaintiff, deposed that 
he had also been stud groom to the Marquis of *London- 
derry. He said the horse was sound and in good condi- 
tion when sent to the defendant. Its legs were all right 
except for the splints. The horse returned absolutely 
lame, and had been worked hard or fed badly, or both. 
He thought the animal had been worked after its liga- 
ment was strained. When the hunter went away wit- 
néss valued it at £125. 

Mr. MacCardie: And we know what it fetched at the 
auction in October. 

By Mr. Parfitt: The »nimal had been fired for splints 
The witness submitted that there was no pre-disposition 
to the enlargement of the suspensory ligament. The 
horse had small feet. 

Mr. Parfitt suggested that those sort of blemishes 
did not make a horse everybody’s choice.— Witness : I 
ae never heard of anyone objecting to a horse being 

red, 

Further examined, the witness said that hunting half 
a day oncea week could not be called excessive. 

By Mr. Stanger: If a ligament were strained any 
hunting would be excessive. The animal was in perfect 
unting condition when it went away to Mr. Drage’s. 

Charles Haywood, veterinary surgeon, Leicester, said 

e examined the horse in December. He was then in 
good condition, and looked well, but did not go quite so 
freely as he onght to. 

What was the cause of it ?—Splints. 

The witness said he examined the horse again on 
April 4th, and found it very poor indeed, and wanting 
clipping. His near foreleg was quite round, and he was 
lame onit. On his off-hock there was a largish curb. 

Cross-examined : The witness said that in December 

¢ found no trace of strain of the suspensory ligament. 

Robert McGregor, veterinary surgeon, Market Har- 
borough, also gave evidence, and said that at the com- 
mencement of a strain of the suspensory ligament a 
horse shonld be put aside. 

This closed the case for the plaintiff. 





Lord Annaly rode the horse, and his (defendant’s) sister 
also rode it. The horse was offered toa Mr. Carter, but 
he declined to buy it for £70. There was no truth in 
ee een that he had been letting the horse out 
on hire. 

By Mr. Stanger: He mentioned to Mr. Allfrey that it 
was a hot and excitable horse. He could not swear that 
the horse’s feet were contracted, but they were very 
narrsw. Besides Lord Annaly and deferdant’s sister 

nd brother, Mr. Carter and Mr. Farmer were, he 
thonght, the only persons who hunted on the horse. 
It would not be right to ride a horse with a strained 
suspensory ligament if it went lame. If a_ horse 
had a slight strain of that kind, though not lame, it 
might be ridden with care. When the horse came to 
his place his man reported it had a slight sprain of the 
suspensory ligament. He did not see any reason, how- 
ever, for letting Mr. Allfrey know. Mr. Allfrey had a 
capable groom. By Mr. Parfitt: He nsed the horse be- 
cause it was in the same condition as Mr. Allfrey sent it. 

Lord Annaly, Master of the Pytchley Hounds, said 
that the defendant had drawn his attention to a certain 
horse, and told him that it was one he had previously 
seen. He had ridden a number of Mr. Drage’s horses, 
but he could not swear to having ridden that particular 
one showed him. 

Mr. Ryland Adkins: Have you over-ridden any horse 
you have ridden? (Langhter.) 

His Lordship: I don’t think so. I hope not. 

Have vou ridden any horse of Mr. Drage’s, or has Mr. 
Drage asked you to ride one in a condition in which it 
was unfit to be ridden ? 

His Lordship: Certainly not. 

His Lordship also said he had certainly not ridden any 
horse which was out of condition for Mr. Drage. 

Joln Drage, brother of the defendant, said the horse 
went very badly in front. It was a bad mover. The 
horse was treated the same asall their other horses, and 
was not overworked. 

Mr Farmer in partnership with the Messrs. Drage, 
gave evidence for the defence, as did also Miss Nellie 
Drage, who said the horse was “rather pottery.” 
Reginald Over, veterinary surgeon, Rugby, who ex- 
amined the horse on January 30 for Mr. W. E. Carter, 
produced the report he made on the horse, which went 
lame and had one foot smaller than the other. He 
advised Mr. Carter not to buy. 

Samuel Thomas Adams, headman in the employ of 
defendant, said that when the horse came to Brampton 
it had splints on the foreleg and soreness on the 
splints. There was a little swelling on the splints, 
which he thought might be due to the suspensory liga- 
ment. He thought the horse was huntea abont four 
times whilst at Brampton. It was treated, in regard to 
food, exactly like the other fifty or sixty horses there. 
Shadrach Wm. Lay, Harry Cooke, and Charles Adams 


e defendant then went into the witness-box, and|also gave evidence to the effect that the horse was 


said Mr, Allfrey had had dealings with him for several | ; 


years. Once witness rode the hurse to hounds, and 


properly cared for. 
i -eteri Northe 
Samuel James Marriott, veterinary surgeon, Northamp- 


ound it “went short.” That was after plaintiff had | ton, said he examined the horse in July for Mr. Drage, 
said he wanted to sell it. He (defendant) said he thought | and he enumerated defects which he said he found in it. 
- as nnsaleable, and that the horse was lame from con-| He thought the leg trouble was due to thickening of a 
acted feet. The horse was very excitable. Subse-|tendonand not toasprain. Had there been true sprain- 
quently he again saw Mr. Allfrey, and told him it still |ing of the suspensory ligament the horse would have 
‘ent badly. He advised plaintiff to send the horse to a| been too lame to have sent out hunting. 


reposi sere : 
“pository. He did not remember plaintiff making any 


Mr. Parfitt urged that the charge of negligence had 


the recments as to price, and he took the horse to do| not been made out. Evenif the defendant were wrong 
dit: *st he could. The horse looked rather big in con-| the Jury were entitled to ask “ Was the horse worth 
lon when brought to his place. The horse was not | £100 when entrusted to Mr. Drage’s care?” Mr, Par- 


Nnted 


: ae than half a day a week. It lived just es 


O38} 
indent Tt was absurd to suggest the horse was 
led, but being an excitable and irritable animal he, 


fitt also pointed out that the horse made £28, so that 
er horses, all of which I'ved as well as they | the damage was not much more than £70. 


Counsel for the defendant further urged that the con- 


dition of the leg was not so noticeable as to make it 





W } . . . 
= hunting, fretted, and got hot and excited, Once | obligatory for Mr. Drage to stop using the horse, Did 
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not the case boil down to this : Was it reasonable to ex- 
_ under the circumstances that anybody in Mr. 

rage’s stable, not being a veterinary surgeon, should 
have found out that enlargement of the suspensory 
ligament ? 

Mr. Stanger then addressed the Jury, and asked if any- 
one could doubt, when they had heard Mr. Haywood, 
and the plaintiff, and Brown, that at the end of March 
or beginning of April the horse was ina wretched condi- 
tion. He submitted that the defendant had made the 
fatal mistake of working the animal after the strain had 
set in. It was the duty of Mr. Drage, on the report of 
his head man, to have taken the instructions of Mr. All- 
frey. Mr. Drage seemed to go on as if he had never 
had snch a report. If there had been that strain the 
horse shonld not have been treated the same as the 
defendant’s other horses. They did not allege motive 
for acting in that way, but they alleged carelessness and 
a breach of duty. 

His Lordship summed up, and said he supposed it 
must be considered Mr. Drage had the horse as a matter 
of business more or less. The lisbility of the defendant 
was to treat the horse reasonably and properly, and he 
was not responsible for any damage that might happen 
accidentally. He thonght plaintiff must have been 
rather angry when he wrote the letter which had been 
read to the defendant, and that rather showed that the 
condifion of the horse was rather bad when he got it 
back. There was the question to be considered whether 
the horse had a sprain of the ligament when it left Mr. 
Allfrey’s. It was agreed, he thought, that if they knew 
it had such a sprain they should not have sent it out 
hunting. If the defendant or those entrusted to manage 
his business did send the horse out when not ina fit con- 
dition, when anybody ought to have known it was not fit, 
it seemed as if the plaintiff had proved his case. If on 
the other hand he had failed to satisfy them that was 
done there was little else except that the horse did not 
go back in as good condition as it left ; and unless it 
could be proved there was negligence on the part of 
the defendant, he was not responsible for it. 

The Jury retired, and after consulting about ten 
minutes they found for the defendant. Judgment 
accordingly.— Northampton Daaly Chronicle. 


The Barber Surgeon in 1769. 


The Lyon Médical of February 10th publishes a 
curious report from the Archives of the Hdétel-Dieu of 
a strike among the surgeons’ apprentices in that hospital 
about the middle of the eighteenth century. In 1769 
the Committee determined to enforce a rule under which 
the apprentices had to shave the inmates of the hospital. 
This rule had been allowed to fall into abeyance, and the 
apprentices protested against its revival. The Com- 
mittee returned an uncompromising reply to their re- 
monstrances. Theapprentices thereupon intimated that 
if the Committee persisted in that attitude they would 
leave the hospital in a body. They burst into the com- 
mittee room “like mad men,” and insisted on the recis- 
sion of the objectionable rule. The Committee, con- 
sidering itself insulted, ‘“‘s ught means to make these 
young men sensible of the fault they had committed, and 
determined to look for others who might prove more 
docile.” The official report goes on to say that the ap- 
prentices should have shown signs of repentance and 
made humble representations, behaving themselves in a 
Christian manner in the house. But, so far from being 
appeased, they had shown themselves more and more 
furious, wishing to rule the Committee, and acknow ledg- 
ing no master but the Chief Surgeon. “The scandals 
which they caused even in the refectory, the imperious 
tone in which they spoke, the insulting remarks they 
made to certain of the governing body, and their threats 





to leave the house,” at last compelled the rectors to take 
severe measures. They appealed to the Military 
Authorities. The commandant sent a sergeant and 
twelve soldiers to the hospital. Three of the refractory 
apprentices were put in prison and afterwards dismissed. 
The other five were gradually replaced by “ blacklegs,” 
who undertook to do all the shaving that might be re- 
quired of them. The report, drawing the moral of what 
it calls this “ tragical story,” ends with the assurance 
that it will have a good effect by preventing similar 
abuses in future. Our sympathies go back through the 
intervening century and a half to the young men who 
had sufficient sense of the dignity of their craft to re- 
sent the continuance of its odious association with the 
shaving brush. How long th» rectors of the Lyons 
hospital were able to enforce the obnoxious rule we do 
know, but the time spirit was against them. As late as 
the beginning of the past century, however, an English 
surgeon was dismissed from the Danish Navy for refus 

ing to shave the ship’s company, and we believe that in 
the Peninsular war Portuguese military surgeons shaved 
the men.—B.M..J/. 





The Split Infinitive. 


A sensitive correspondent whose feelings have been 
lacerated by split infinitives and other grammatical sole- 
cisms in our correspondence columns, writes to suggest 
that “ the editorial pencil should occupy itself in correct- 
ing these infirmities partly for the sake of your readers 
who are sensitive on the subject, and also for the credit 
of the profession in the eyes of the public.” We confess 
that such an expression as that quoted by our corres- 
pondent—“ to under these circumstances excise the ton- 
sil”—makes us shudder. In the editorial columns we 
wage war on the split infinitive; but in the case of 
correspondents, although for the sake of uniformity their 
spelling is made to conform to a fixed standard, we do 
not consider ourselves responsible for their grammar. 
The style, as Bnffon said, is the mau, and a writer's 
grammar may serve as a measure of the importance to 
be attached to his opinions and arguments. — Besides, 
correspondents are apt to look upon the editorial blue 
pencil as operating with a purely maleficent activity— 
like “decay’s effacing fingers,” sweeping “the lines 
where beauty lingers.” The author of one of the sole 
cisms which our correspondent quotes used to accom- 
pany thecommunications with which he favoured us 
with extracts from the Commination Service directed 
against any one who should profane his text by the 
slightest verbal change. We ies sometimes thought 
that Orpheus was an editor, and that he was torn te 
pieces by journalists ‘whose “copy” he had correcte 
too strennously.—-B./.J/. 


The Development of the Trotter. 


The evolution of the speed horse in the United States 
has been so rapid during the last twenty years as t 
rank with the marvellous. It was not until 1806 that 
the three-minute record was beaten. In that year Yankee 
took a record of 2:59. Just twenty years later Trouble 
took a record of 2: 43}, and it took thirty-three yea 
of evolution to beat 2:20. Flora Temple trotted the 
old mile ring at Kalamazoo, Mich., in 2:19} 1" Lex 
Then the evolution evolved through Dexter 2: 173 my 
1860, Rarus 2: 13] in 1879, St. Julien 2:11}, in 18) 
down to 1885, when Maud S., over the Glenville “— 
Cleveland, startled the world with 2:08}. << 
1903, at Memphis, over Billings Park track, Lou Dillo 
beat the supposed to be impossible-two-minute ee 
by trotting a mile in 1: 58$.—TZhe Horse oer 
Journal, 
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Election of Council R.C.V.S. 


The following gentlemen have been nominated for the 
election in May next :—- 


ALEXANDER Lawson by 
SaMUEL LOCKE 

STEWART STOCKMAN 

A. E. MeTram 

W. F. BARRETT 


H. Sumner, J. Abson. 

H. Sumner, J. Abson. 

J. M‘Fadyean, W. Hunting. 
F. W. Wragg. 

F. W. Wragg. 


Private Slaughter-houses in London. 


A special and important meeting of the London 
Butchers and Pork Butchers’ Trade Society was held at 
the Board Room, West Smithfield, on Tuesday afternoon, 
19th inst. Mr. Walter Brazil (Chairman) presided. 

It was unanimously resolved to communicate with the 
members of the Society and the Trade urging their hearty 
support of the candid»ture of Messrs. Wm. Haydon 
(Brixton), W. H. Key (Hackney), Ernest Gray (Hoxton), 
and J. Brinsley-Harper, C. C. (Bethnal Green), in the 
following terms :— 


Dear Sir,—In view of the intention by the London 
County Council during 1907 to apply for Parliamentary 
Powers to close all existing slaughter-houses within their 
gurisdiction, and establish in place thereof Public Abattoirs, 
also to erect huge Inspecting Stations in the Metropolis to 
where all meat and other articles intended for food would 
have to be taken for examination prior to sale,—I am 
directed by the Executive Committee of this Society to 
impress upon you the importance of the forthcoming 
Election to all engaged in the retailing and handling’ 
of meat and other articles for publle consumption gener- 
ally. The proposals above referred to were only dropped 
after the most persistent and energetic action by this 
Society in conjunction with the Trade Organisations 
of the Grocers and Fruit and Vegetable Industries. 
There can be no doubt whatever but that, failing a 
majority in the new Council of practical business 
men possessing a knowledge of the conditions under which 
trades in perishable goods must necessarily be carried 
on, @ repetition of their previous policy, which would 
be disastrous to traders, may be looked for. My Executive 
wold accordingly impress upon you the absolute necessity 
of your voting for, and also exerting all the influence of 
which you are capable, in securing that your colleagues in 
business in your neighbourhood should vote only for candi- 
dates who pledge themselves to support—(1) Retention of 
the Private Slaughterhouses ; (2) Compulsory qualifying 
examination of all persons appointed as Meat Inspeetors. 
The Society having approached Mr. , who is a candi- 
date in yonr district, and having secured from him an un- 
qualified pledge to oppose in any shape orform all proposals 
for further municipal trading by the London County Coun- 





The Auto versus the Horse. 


The city of Chicago, one of the biggest automobile 
using cities in the country, has a “ population” of 
75,000 horse-drawn vehicles of every description and 
perhaps to exceed 150,000 horses of all purposes. Last 
year the city of Chicago licensed 3 000 automobile vehi- 
cles of all descriptions, while to September 1 of 1906 the 
number of these vehicles exceeds 4,200, including every- 
thing from the $350 runabout to the $4,000 truck of five 
tons capacity and the giant touring car costing $7,000. 


The following is from The Cleveland Leader of Nov. 
4th last, and is the advertisement of the Scott Dry Goods 
Co., one of the largest dry goods houses in the city :—- 





A ReEtuctant NOTICE. 


Our deliveries since June first have not been up to the 
Scott Standard. Owing to the steady increase in trade, 
we changed our delivery system from horses to autos, 
thinking thereby we would give our patrons better serv- 
ice, but after a few months’ trial we are compelled to 
change b:ick to horses and add more wagons, in order to 
take better care of our increasing business. 





Despite the talk that the automobile means the exit of 
the horse, the latter is here to stay. According to the 
last report of the bureau of statistics of the department 
of agriculture, it shows that on January 1, 1906, there 
were 18,719,578 horses in this country, valued at over one 
billion and a half of dollars. The value of the horses 
exported last year was $8,077,656. Illinois leads with a 
million and a half of horses owned in the state, Iowa, 
Texas, and Kansas also having over a million horses 
each.—The Horseshoers’ Journal. 





. " —_ the difference between the quick and the 
ead ¢” 

And the boy said: “The quick are those who dodge 
the motors; the dead are those who don’t ?”—-Chat. 


RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO GEORGE UPTON, 
Ese., MororistT AND M.R.C.V.S., BY AN OLD 
FELLOW STUDENT. 


You may revel in your Serpolettes, and “ Daimler” 
cars, and such, 

(Tis true they travel quickly, but the cost ‘: over much) 

But don’t you, when you're driving e’en the up-to- 
datest cars, 

Have a sort of sneaking yearning for the jangle of 
the bars ? 

“Oh! the swaying splinter bars ! 





cil, and, on the other hand, to support the principle of com- 
pensation for all or any vested interests acquired by the 
Council in the interests of the public health, you are | 
farnestly requested for the effectual protection of your | 
legitimate Trade interests to record your vote in favour of 
— In conclusion, my Committee desire to 
emphasise the importance of the forthcoming London 
county Council election being conducted absolutely on non- 
Party lines, holding that local authorities should be com- 
posed of capable and qualified business men who will bring 
: eir valuable experience to bear in administering local 
a the good of the community as a whole.—Yours, 
—.— Wat. Payne. Meat Trades’ Journal. 











The British Malt Products Co. (Messrs. Macadam) have 
€n appointed Royal Warrant Holders as Purveyors to 
8 Majesty the King. 
scape their well known “ Horse Malt,” they are 
— of the “ Lothian Malt Extract,” and of “ Lothian 
: for bread making: with maltings and works at 
unbar and at Accrington. 





(And d— all motor cars !) 

A mouthed and mannered team of Bays, 

Or Chestnuts, Browns, or Roans, or Greys. 
I’d ride behind for all my days. 

But Perro. on me jars ! 

Yes ! d— all motor cars ! 








The Lister Institute, we learn from a correspondent of 
Light, has been cursed by a clergyman whose name we, 
in mercy, withhold. It appears this amiable divine 
“went up to London, donned his priestly robes and 
solemnly cursed the Chelsea Institution from the street.” 
We are not told that the reverend gentleman had his 
bell, book, and candle with him. Perhaps this ritual 
omission spoilt the curse. At any rate we believe that 
the Institute is still standing, and we have not heard 
that any one within its gates is one penny the worse.— 


B.M.J. 


a ee 
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Personal. 


Particulars have come to hand of a case of rabies 
which has necessitated the departure of four persons 
from Bombay to the Pasteur Institute, Kasauli. A 
small Australian dog had to be sent to Messrs. Scott 
and Company’s Gowalia Tank Road premises for treat- 
ment, and Mr. Markham, M.R.C.V.S., who attended to 
him, was bitten in the hand. The dog also bit Mrs. 
Meyer, and came into contact with Major B:ynes. Cap- 
tainand Mrs. Meyer and Mr. Markham left the same 
night for Kasauli, while Major Baynes followed. The 
dog was destroyed, and examination of the brain proved 
rabies to be present. This is specially unfortunate for 
the Company, as Mr. Crawford, M.R.C.V.S., has but 
recently returned from Kasauli, whither he went for 
treatment for the bite of a mad horse. 


Mr. T. Parker, F.R.C.V.S., Morpeth, Northumber- 
land, has been appointed Chief Meat Inspector to New- 
castle-upon-Tyne Corporation. 

Dr. J. G. RUTHERFORD, Veterinary Director-General 
and Live Stock Commissioner of Canada, was recently 
re-elected President of St. Andrew’s Society of Cana“a, 
a powerful organisation of the sons of Scotia in that 
Dominion. There was an active contest for the honour 
of presiding over its meetings, but the versatile veteri- 
narian prevailed over his opponents in this as in most 
others. 








The Splash Accounted For. 


Here is a new Scotch story told by Dr. Macnamara in 
The Reader :—-It had been a stormy day, and the 
“waters were out ”everywhere. The old man, McWhan, 
drove the little market-car from the single seat, his wife 
sitting with her back to him upon its rearward half. 
Nearing home, McWhan was hailed by a neighbouring 
farmer, who was standing at his gate. “Gude evenin’ 
Tammas !” cried the neighbour, in friendly greeting ; 
“an’ hoo are ye the day?” “Oh, ay,” replied McWhan, 
“I’m veera weel, I thenk ye!” “And hoo’s Mistress 
McWhan 2” continuedthe neighbour. “Oh, ay,” says old 
MecWhan, “she’s fine, she fine. She’s ahint,” added the 
old man, jerking his whip over his shoulder, “ She’s no !” 
said the neighbour at the gate, with some astonishment. 
The old man looked slowly over bis shoulder, and find- 
ing the seat vacant, slowly commented with a senten- 
tious shake of his head, “‘ Humph! That wud be the 
splash, then !” 





The nicest pet the French forest affords is the mar- 
cassin, or baby wild boar. It is almost human in its 
cleverness, delights in funny pranks, has an evident 
sense of humour, makes friends of children and dogs, 
and even lends itself to mimic hunts, playing the part of 
the hunted animal. In babyhood it a a lovely sleek 
coat of very dark brown and tan. When the silk hair 
is shed and bristles take its place, the temper grows un- 
even. If martal and paternal cares come on, the wild 
boar puts away its childish ways and wants to take its 
family to the forest to feed there on acorns and beech 
mast. Woe to the hound or to the keeper who wants 
to keep him back. In the forest this paterfamilias may 
be called the first line of defence, the sow the second, 
and the little ones gambol round her.—Z.S.J/. 


_ 








Water Fraser, Veterinarian 13th Cavalry, Fort 
Meyer, Va., has been ordered by the War Department 
to the Liverpool (England) University for the purpose 
of taking the course in tropical diseases of animals. 
The doctor will remain there during November and 
December.—American Veterinary Review. 





OBITUARY. 


Joun Nery, M.R.C.V.S. 
Graduated, Glas: May, 1892 


The Bechuanaland News reports the painfully sudden 
death of Mr. J. Neill, M.R.C.V.S., the Government 
Veterinary Surgeon of those districts. Deceased was on 
a visit to Mr. Cullinan’s farm. “ England,” some dis- 
tance out of Vryburg, when he was taken ill. It was 
considered advisable to bring him to town to consult a 
doctor, and on the way he died of heart failure while 
resting alongside the road under the shade of a bush. 
The body was brought in to the Vryburg Hospital, and 
from here the last sad rites were perforined, most of the 
leading residents of the town following the remains to 
the grave. The death took place on Wednesday, Dec. 
12, and the funeral on Friday, Dec. 14. The post- 
mortem showed that deceased had had valvular disease 
and dilatation of the heart, and that the immediate 
cause of cause was syncope. Mr. Neill had contracted 
malarial fever in a very severe form at Komati Poort a 
few years ago which might have laid the foundation for 
the condition that caused his death. He was born at 
Kilmarnock, Scotland, in 1873, and came to this country 
during the war as veterinary officer attached to a column 
and saw some hard work, as he held a medal with five 
clasps. He was much attached to his profession, and 
has done more (states the ews) to gain the confidence 
of the Boers, both English and Dutch, in the “ Veearts” 
than anyone else. He was also very good hearted, and 
many a “ broken-down” could tell of his ready response 
to the appeal for assistance.—7'he Agricultural Journal 
(Cape of Good Hope). 


J. F. Soca, M.R.C.V.8., East London, S. Africa. 
Edin: April, 1886 


The native paper /zwi Labantu, of December 11, has 
the fullowing reference to the late J. F. Soga, M.R.C.V.S. 
—His friends wil! hear with regret of the death of Mr. 
Jotello Festire Soga at Amalinda, East London. The 
fourth son of the late Rev. Tiyo Soga, he was a well 
known figure in the Cape Colony, and was widely es- 
teemed by white and black alike, and especially by the 
European farming classes, who admired his work as 4 
veterinary surgeon and ever spcke generously of his 
qualifications and gifts in that line of practice. Gradua- 
ting at the Dick Roya] College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Edinburgh, at which he held a diploma, and which 1s 
famed throughout the world for its training, he entered 
the service of the Colonial Government along with the 
present Chief Veterinary Surgeon Borthwick, standing 
next to him on the civil list in the Colonial Veterinary 
Department, then under that excellent man the present 
Director of Agriculture, Mr. D. Hutcheon. _ For fifteen 
years he served the Government, first as lecturer 0M 
diseases of stock and their treatment in Somerset East, 
and elsewhere, and after that in practical work of the 
Veterinary Department in almost every part of the Cape 
Colony and Bechuanaland. For special services 1 
British Bechuanaland during the rinderpest outbreak 
he was specially thanked by the High Commissione?, 
Lord Milner. The deceased had a singular knack of 
getting on with all classes, and before his retirement 
from the service a few years ago was able, not only to 
outlive all opposition, but was considered to be os 
the best exponents of practical veterinary work 10 hon 
Cape Colony. The rough life, and unsettling havi 
connected with the work severely tried his health, an 
the constant travelling, shifting from place to place, U 
dermined his constitution, and forced him to retire Pest 
maturely from a cause to which he had devoted his . 
energies, and in which he had won the confidenc’ ve 
esteem of thousands throughout the country. 1° 
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allowed a pension by the Government, which he has 
not lived long to enjoy, as he died at the compara- 
tively early age of 41 years. A gold medallist in 
botany, his investigations into the medicinal properties 
of Sonth African plant life were extensive, and he is 
mentioned in Prof. Andrew Smith’s South African 
Materia Medica (Lovedale). His death took place on 
the 6th inst. at Mr. A. P. Fitchett’s farm, Amalinda, 
and his funeral was attended by whites and blacks 
alike, who co-operated in the last sad offices of their 
departed countryman. — The Agricultural Journal 
(Cape of Good Hope.) 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


DOG SHOWS AND QUACK MEDICINES. 
Sir, 

I feel certain every member of the profession is gratified 
at the line of action Mr. G. H. Livesey has taken in this 
mitter and it will be better if there are many imitators. 
If the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons would consider 
it disgraceful conduct on the part of a practitioner who 
assisted at shows where quack medicines and quackery 
were exhibited it would soon put a stop to this kind of 
quackery. 

It is a well known fact, however, that some practi- 
titioners aid and abet quackery at every turn and move, and 
mere moral suasion or a good example set by others would 
have no effect upon their insensitive or pachydermatous 
hide. The only force they understand is the brute force 
of the Registration Committee’s iron rod, which is too 
often timidly used for the benefit of the whole profession. 
The profession holds the trump card in its hand but seems 
too nervous to show it. However, real progress moves 
slowly and perhaps the Registration Committee will move 
surely. 

‘“* PurGans.’’ 


Bir, 

Now that veterinary surgeons have started doing away 
With quackery at dog shows, could we not compel the 
veterinary instrument makers to stop their advertising by 
refusing to purchase instruments from them. I notice in 
this week’s Farmer and Stockbreeder a very prominent ad- 
vertisement. 

When I started practice a few months ago I refused to 
get a single instrument from any firm which I saw adver- 
tising outside the professional periodicals, and a college 
companion who is now starting is going on the same lines. 

‘I wonder what large horse-dealer’s yard a veterinary sur- 
geon enters nowadays but contains tooth rasps, docking 
knife and iron made by some large firm, all of which I think 
would cease if we refused to buy while these firms supplied 
these men, who then would go back to the clumsy ones 
made by the village blacksmith, and then finding these un- 
a would return to the veterinary surgeon.—Yours 
y, 
Young Practitioner. 


CANINE INFLUENZA. 

Sir, 
ane I am dense and therefore like Messrs. Hoare 
} St \vesey, do not find anything in the writings of Messrs. 
the ag Wood and Scott to convince me that there is in 
pons = disease called influenza other than that pro- 
Mr M, 7 the so-called unscientific men as distemper. 
maken 1, who would have good science on this question, 
manos ed to the confusion by adding in an unscientific 
mar oe a en instead of giving exact facts. Science is 
oa * of exact facts and not mere opinion without 
bs a here is no such thing as bad science. It is science 
Science. It is very easy to assert but much more 





difficult to demonstrate. The best critics are not always the 
best observers. 

Mr. J. Stewart Wood rideson Mr. Livesey’s back by tak- 
ing the absence of the exanthematous eruption asa differen- 
tial diagnostic symptom of influenza. It may be so, but 
the mere absence of this eruption cannot by any means be 
taken as a diagnostic symptom of the absence of distemper 
as every practitioner who has closely followed the sequence 
of events occurring from the onset of distemper knows too 
well that the eruption may be quite ephemeral, passing 
away ina few days to be followed, perhaps, as Messrs. 
Hoare and Livesey state, by a quiescent period until a more 
serious set of events develop. 

Again, Mr. J. Stewart Wood appears very confident that 
I shall ultimately arrive at a sounder conclusion than I do 
if I would only make up my mind definitely that such a 
disease (influenza) does, as he imagines it does, exist. He 
ignores the fact that I have seen a few cases similar to those 
be has described, followed by complications or sequels, 
which are, as it is generally admitted, those of distemper or 
of contagious gastro-enteritis. Evidently he thinks nobody 
but himself is capable of forming an opinion on this subject. 
He has even suggested that 1 have not seen the disease. 
Perhaps with a little more experience and much more study 
he may be less cocksure in his assertions, and think well of 
the famous Hippocratic aphorism “ Experience is fallacious 
and judgment difficult.’’ 

“ Cants,”’ 





THE MOTOR GRIEVANCE. 
Sir, 

Although Mr. Upton’s views and my own are very diver- 
gent, yet he proves to us that his aversion for the automo. 
bile is no secret, and his somewhat pessimistic ideas regard- 
ing the future of veterinary surgery are well maintained in 
the courage he possesses of expressing his own convictions. 
I feel satisfied in my own mind that the future is not so 
devoid of hope as Mr. Upton would have us believe, and 
that our sphere of usefulness cannot be accurately portray- 
ed on such a limited manuscript as that which Mr. Upton 
has unmistakably provided. Let us accept his views re- 
specting horse traction and say pro. tem. thatthe automobile 
has entirely superseded it. Are we to believe that this 
phenomenon would limit our utility or belittle our signifi- 
cance? My answer is No! Tenthousand times No! Does 
Mr. Upton realise the welcome importance of the present 
milk controversy? The question affecting the purity of its 
source and proper distribution opens up a field of national 
labour wherein the veterinarian must be a permanent and 
indispensable worker. 

The scarcity of good cart geldings is a sign of our times 
pregnant with importance to us ani our future practice. 
Only this week we have had a splendid example of the value 
of horse traction, inasmuch as a brief perusal of the report 
of the sale of Shire horses at Dunsmore conclusively proves, 
for on Thursday, the 14th, inst., 51 animals realised 
£7,595 14s., making the very satisfactory average of 
£148 18s. 

I may be permitted to remind Mr. Upton that these facts 
constitute a potent and indissoluble portion of my theme, 
and clearly voice the claims of the cart horse as an indis- 
pensable factor in road traction. Horse practice is only 
part of our work, and I rejoice to think it always will be. 
The horizon is only obscured by a passing cloud, and ere 
long the day will dawn when we shall realise the great 
value of veterinary science to public health, and what we 
‘*may”’ lose by the advent of the motor will be gained and 
outweighed in civil appointments. One has only to care- 
fully examine the excellently furnished shelves of our college 
libraries to realise the scarcity of reliable works inthe realm 
of cattle pathology. The ever-increasing popularity of dogs 
offers ample provisions for us to ‘‘ specialize ’’ in one of 
the many diseases associated with canine life. The subject 
seems to hold out many charms for me, and the more I 
pursue its course the further I am carried into a truer reali- 
sation of the storms that may beimminen‘ and the brighter 


days beyond.—Yours faithfully, 
“ Boss.”’ 





— 
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CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED—Messrs. C. C. A., 
“Young Practitioner.’’ 

Annual Report Punjab Vet. Coll. ani C.V.D. Punjab, 
1905-6. Sheffield Daily Independent, Northampton Daily 
Chronicle, The Horse-Shoers Journal (Detroit). 








Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication, 








Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.c.v.8., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


CentraL V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. A. L. Butters, m.R.c.v.8., 
31 South Wharf Road, Paddirgton, W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.n.v.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


CrentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Centra V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. E. C. Winter, F.r.c.v.s., Limerick 
Hon, Sec. Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Herbert Buckingham, m.x.c.v.s., Harleston 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.R.c.v.s. 
Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Giascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. J. McKenny, M.B.c.v.8., 
116 Stephens green-west, Dublin 
Hon, Sec: Mr. Chas. Allen, F.r.c.v.s , 
43 Rutland Square, Dublin 
Hon. Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, F.r.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. H. Darwell, m.n.c.v.s., Northwich 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.R.c.v.8. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincoitnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. R. W. Knowles, m.r.c.v.s., Wisbech 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. T. W. Turner, m.r.c.v.s., Sleaford 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverpoot University YV.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.R.8. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Vet. Assn. or Manirtosa. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mipuianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. W. Grasby, m.R.c.v.s., Daventry 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.RB.¢.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Nationat VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. W. Shipley, F.n.c.v.s., Gt. Yarmouth 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s. 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.B.c.v.8., Whitechapel, London. 





Nationa VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Mutua 
DeEFenceE Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholm, F.2.¢.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.2.0¢.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


NortH or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Davidson, M.8.c.v.s., 
Westgate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.R.¢.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


NortH or Irruanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. J. Ross, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J. Gregy, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.r.c.v.s., Lurgan 


NortH or Scottanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.x.c.v.s., Alford, Aberdeen 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.R.0.v.s., Elgin 


NortH Wares Y.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. G. J. Evans, m.R.c.v.s., Bangor 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C, Howatson, m.R.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province oF Quesec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 


Royan Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Porch, F.8.c.v.s., 
Star Road, West Kensington, S.W. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.R.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Roya. Scortiso V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY CoLuecEe M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, M B.C.V.S8. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, H.J. Allen 


Scottish Merropouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Prin. J. R. U. Dewar, m.x.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 3: hn McIntosh, m.nr.c.v.s., Eskbank 


Sours Durnam anp NortH Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. W. H. Blackburn, m.x.c.v.s., Barnard Castle 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SouTHERN Counties V.S. 
Pres: Mr. K. Stuart, m.p.c.v.s., Hove 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u B.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. M. Christy, m.n.c.v.s., a.P.v.s., Pretoria 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, w-n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Krugersdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.r.c.v.s., p.v.s., Potchefstroom 


WeEsTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. J. Thorburn, m.z.c.v.s., Okehampton 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon. Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, .x.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scotntanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Weir, F.R.c.v.s., 24 Pollock. st., Glasgow 
Joint Hon. Secs: & Treasrs: 1 
Messrs. Hugh Begy and John R. McCall, Vety. 09 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 


YorksHIRE VET. AssocraTION 1 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, F.R.0.v.s., Ramsden st, Huddersfie 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr. Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. J. E. Scriven, m.n.c.v.s., Tadcaster 
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